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LS THE

PENTATEUCH
HISTOEIOALLY TRUEP

Bishop Colenso's work may be divided into five

parts. The first deals with the hardship enforced by
the Church of England upon her clergy by the solemn
subscription "to believe unfeignedly in all the

Canonical Scriptures ; " the second considers the

increase of the children of Israel in Egypt ; the third

deals with the Exodus from Egypt ; the fourth

considers the wanderings in the wilderness ; and
under the fifth head may be gathered miscellaneous

references to various subjects.

On the first of our di\isions of Dr. Colenso's book
we have very little to say ; we leave those in the

Church who suffer from supposed or real grievances

to seek their own redress.

The second division is occupied in considering

the question of the increase of the children of

Israel in Egypt. This is comprised in chap, ii., con-

cerning " the family of Judah ;" chap, xv., " the

sojourning of the Israelites in Egypt ;" chap, xvii.,

" the number of Israelites at the time ofthe Exodus;"

and chap, xiv,, the number of the first-borns.



Chap, ii.—" The family of Judah." In Gen. xlvi.,

are given " the names of the children of Israel which
came into Egypt," and the 12tli ver. reads thus in

Bishop Colenso's Avork :
" And the sons of Judah,

Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and Zarali
;

but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan ; and the

sons of Pharez, Hezron and Hamul." Dr. Colenso

argues, "that Hezron and Hamul were born in the

land of Canaan," and were included in the seventy

who Avent with Jacob into Egypt. It was necessary,

the Bishop says, ifthis were the case, that the following-

events should have occurred in forty-two years :

Judah is married at twenty ; has three sons ; the

eldest grows up, marries, and dies ; the second comes
"to maturity (suppose in another year,) marries his

brother's -widow, and dies. The third grows to

maturity (suppose in another year still,") but refuses

to marry " his brother's widow ;" the widow deceives

Judah, and bears him twins, Pharez and Zarah ; one

of the twins grows to maturity and has the two sons

Hezron and Hamul born to him, that Dr. Colenso

wants to prove go down with Jacob to Egypt. He
says, " the above being certainly incredible, we are

obliged to conclude that one of the two accounts must
be untrue ;" and that to give up the fact of the birth

of Hezron and Hamul in Canaan, " is to give up an
essential part of the whole story."

Answer:—Dr. Colenso has misquoted the verse

upon which he founds all his argument. Gen. xlvi.

12, should have been printed thus : "And the sons of

Judah ; Er, and Onan, and Shelah, and Pharez, and
Zarah : but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan.
And the sons of Pharez, were Hezron and Hamul."
Let the reader compare the two passages and he will

see that the Bishop has omitted the full stop at the end
of the word Canaan : and the little word " were

"



altogether. This is a most important omission. Read
the names of tlie Chikh'en of Israel who accompanied

Jacob to Egypt as they are given in the Bible, and
throughout, ^vitli one important exception, they read

thus: ^'And the sons of Levi; Gershon, Kohath, and
Merari ;

" not thus :
" And the sons of Levi were

Gershon, Kohath, and Merari." But in the 12th

verse the inspired writer records by way of parenthesis

the names of Hezron and Hamul, telling us they ivere

the sons of Pliarez, but certainly not intending us to

believe that they went down with Jacob to Egypt.

Why then are the names of these men recorded ?

Because Hezron ivas the progenitor of the Messiah.

This the Bishop regards as the very foundation of

all his subsequent argument. But what Bible could

the Bishop have made use of, surely not his own trans-

lation into the Zulu language ! If so we are sorry for

the Bishop, and for the Zulu. We ought, however,

to regard this omission as accidental, the Bishop will

doubtless explain the matter.

Chapter xv.— " The sojourning of the Israelites in

Egypt." In Exodus xii. 40 we read, " Now the

sojourning of the children of Israel, who dwelt in

Egypt, was four hundred and thirty years." Bishop

Colenso would date the beginnmg of the four hundred
and thirt}^ years, from the time of the promise made
to Abraham

;
which would make the sojourn in Egypt

215 years.

Answer :—St. Paul originated the opinion in

Galations iii. 17 ; and we "agree with the Bishop and
St. Paul.

Chapter xvii.—" The number of Israelites at the

time of the Exodus," and xiv., " The number of first-

borns compared with the number of male adults."

The Bishop argues from the fact that only " 70 souls"
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went down to Egypt ; he then proceeds to divide the

53 sons named amongst the 12 sons of Jacob, and
finds that it produces " the average" of 4|- each.

He then supposes " that they increased in this way
from generation to generation ;" and at the end of

the 215 years he finds "there could not have been
5000." To produce the 600,000 fighting-men of the

Exodus, " each man must have had 46 children," for

which he finds "not the slightest indication in the

Bible."

Answer:—Admitting" only 70 went down into

Egypt is the increase incredible. The Bishop quotes

that in the time of Josephus " Egypt, exclusive of

Alexandria, numbered seven millions of inhabitants
"

and acknowledges that the population " must be con-

siderably diminished." Take the population at seven
millions ; were seven million Egyptians afraid of five

thousand fighting Israelites. The Bible says, Ex. i.

7, 9, " And the children of Israel were fruitful, and
increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed
exceeding mighty ; and the land was filled mth
them." "And he (Pharaoh) said unto his people,

Behold, the people of the children of Israel are more
and mightier than we." It is manifest then that the

children of Israel must have increased in an extraordi-

nary manner.

Again. We are not told that Polygamy did not
exist ; there is reason to believe it did, and hence the

wonderful increase is to some extent accounted for.

In Deut. xxi. 15, we have a law regulating disorder

in the household of a polygamist.

But again. We have every reason to believe that

there went down with Jacob and his sons into Egypt
a large number of servants ; dependents born in his

household
; and these may by intermarriage have



Iieen adopted into the household of Israel and been
numbered wdth them. The Bishop gives one example
where a female descendant of Juclah was married to

an Egyptian, Attai was born and the descendants
" are reckoned, apparently, as Israelites of the tribe of

Judah." (Page 106, sec. 124.)

In Gen. xii.. 5, we are told, "and the souls that they
had orotten in Haran " went with Abraham into the

land of Canaan ; and who these were is explained in

Gen. xiv., 14, " he armed his trained servants, born
in his own house, three hundred and eighteen." Gen.
xlvi., 6, 7, specifies in general terms who and what
Jacob took with him ; and in xlvii., 1, we are

informed that Joseph told Pharaoh that mth his father

there had come into EgyjDt his brethren, "their flocks,

and their herds, and all that they have.'' The words
we have italicised^may include the servants born in

the household.

Another proof of the probability of our suggestion

is drawn from other j^ortions of the story, of what
befell the children of Israel, in Egypt. When Joseph
^vent to bury his father Jacob, there went with him
" all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and his

father's house : only their little ones, and their flocks,

and their herds, they left in the land of Goshen."

(Gen. chap. 1., ver. 8.) We would ask the Bishop
who took charge of the " little ones, and their flocks,

and their herds," while the brethren were away. It

is plain that there must have been some responsible

persons who could be left in charge of the cattle.

Again, we are told Joseph's " brethren also went and
fell do^vn before his face" after their father's death,

because they wanted to concihate him, fearing that

as their father was gone, Joseph might punish them
for their ill-treatment of him. In their absence who
would have taken charge of the flocks ?



Chap. xiv.—Another corroboration of the genuine-

ness of the increase of the Israehtes is found in

" the number ofthe iirst-borns." Here again in giving

Numbers iii. 43, Bishop Colenso misquotes the passage.

The words printed in itaUcs are those which are

omitted by the Bishop :
" All the first-born males by

the number of names^ from a month old and upward

(not u])wards)^ of those that were numbered of them,

were twenty and two thousand two hundred and

threescore and thirteen."

Answer

:

—There seems to us to be a deep signifi-

cance in the words that Bishop Colenso omitted from

the text. We confess we are unable fully to under-

stand them, and following the Bishop's example we
ought to write underneath the particular words " I am
wholly at a loss to understand the meaning of the

above paragraph," (page 88, sec. 96, clause iv.) ; or

" The meanmg of the * * clause in the above quota-

tion is to me incomprehensible." (Page 115, sec. 1 37.

)

Grant that the increase of the children of Israel is

not unworthy of credit, and the second objection as

to the number of the first-borns falls to the ground,

as the Bishop himself says, " of which prolific increase,

it need hardly be said, there is not the slightest

indication in the Bible, except, indeed, in the state-

ment of the number of the first-l:>orns " (page 105,

sec. 122) ; so that the Bible agrees with itself in

this particular.

Or, again, it may be that these first-borns who
were sanctified unto the Lord were those born in the

first few months after their Exodus from Egypt; and

were to be specially set apart to the service of God,

as the first of the people who were free-born. And
because the Bible does not give us more explicit

information on this point, are we to come to the con-



elusion of •' gi'eat doubt" "as to the historical veracity
of sundry portions of the Pentateuch," to which the
bishop kindly invites us. (page 90, sec. 99.)

The third of our divisions deals with the Exodus
from Egypt, and is comprised m chapters xvi., the

generation of the Exodus ; x., " the institution of the

Passover ;" and xi., "the march out of Egypt."

Chap. xvi.
—"The Exodus in the fourth generation."

In Gen., xv., 16, we are told of the children of
Israel, " in the fourth generation they shall come
hither agam." This was a promise given by God to

Abraham. " Thus we find," says the bishop, " Moses
and Aaron m the fourth generation from the time
of the migration, viz., Jacob— Levi— Kohath—
Amram—Aaron. " Then the Bishop proceeds to show
" as a rule, the contemporaries of Moses and Aaron
are descendants in the third, and those of Joshua
andEleazar in the fourth generation."

Answe-r :—Is it of so much importance, that after

it is acknowledged Moses and Aaron are in the fourth

generation, that unless we can prove all their con-

temporaries are of the same generation, we are bound
to c&sbelieve the whole ? We thmk not.

Chap. X.—" The institution of the Passover."

Ex : xii. 22, 28. Here, again, in the passage from the

Bible which heads the chapter, the Bishop misquotes

the text. Instead of "till the morning, " it should

read " u?itil the morning;" and instead of "Jehovah,"

it should be " the Lord.'l The Bishop argues that

the whole of the children of Israel were " in one smgle

day mstructed to keep the Passover, and actually did

keep it." He says, " I have said 'in one smgle day ;'

for the first notice of any such feast to be kej^t is

given in this very chapter, where we find it written
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ver. 12 :
—

' I mil pass through the land of Egypt
this night.'"

Answer^:—The first^notice of the feast is given in

ver. 3. The Lord is speaking to Moses and Aaron
and he says, ver. 2 :

" This month shall be unto you,

the beginmng ofmonths : speak ye unto all the con-

gregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this

month they shall take—" Tliis was doubtless in

the begmnmg of the month—the very first day, and

there were nuie clear days to elapse before even the

lamb was to be selected.

Bishop Colenso acknowledges that " Moses called

for all the elders of Israel;" supposes that they lived

" somewhere near at hand," and wonders " where did

the two millions live ? And how could the order, to

keep the Passover, havebeen conveyed, with its minutest

particulars, to each individual household in this vast

community, m one day,—rather, in twelve hours,

since Moses received the command on the very same
day on which they were to kill the Passover at even."

Answer :—The Bible statement is most explicit,

and our only wonder is, how Bishop Colenso could

have mystified himself so much. How could the

Israefites take the lamb on the tenth day, and keep it

to the fourteenth, if they were only instructed to take

it on the foui'teenth. The Bible narrative is beautifully

consistent. The Lord instructed Moses and Aaron
in the beginnmg of the month (Exodus xii., ver. 1,2,)

that on the tenth (ver. 3,) the people were to take

lambs ; which were to be killed in a peculiar manner
on the fourteenth (ver. 6). As soon as the Lord had
finished his instructions, Moses called the elders of

Israel together, and instructed them about the

keeping of the Passover ; they would then have at

least eight or nine days to instruct the people about
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the taking of the lamb, and four days more to teach

them how they were to kill it. And this mystery

which Bishop Colenso has discovered is the only

original one in the whole of his book ! How beauti-

fully is the whole course of the Lord's deahngs made
manifest. The Passover was a most important rite,

and the people have at least twelve days for mstruction

therein and preparation therefor. The miracles

wrought in Egypt, the teaching of the elders, had

prepared the children of Israel for a mighty change
;

they had nothing to regret in the prospect of leavmg

Egypt, and when in the dead hour of night the

Eg}qDtians bade them go forth, they had little if any

preparation to make, and in the course of a few hours

the whole of them were on the move. In the fear

and terror that had fallen upon the Egyptians they

wiUingly gave, when the Israelites asked, " jewels

of silver and jewels of gold, and raiment." Not only

so, but the Egyptians " lent unto them such things

as they required. And they spoiled the Egyptians."

—

Exodus, chap, xii., 36 ver.

Chapter xi.—" The march out of Egypt. " Bishop

Colenso stiU insists that " this vast body of people of

all ages," was " smnmoned to start," " at a moment's

notice, and actually started, not one being left behind,

together with all their multitudinous flocks and herds."

He says "I do not hesitate to declare this statement to

be utterly incredible and impossible."

Ansiver

:

—We have shown that they had many days

notice, and probably several weeks intimation, of their

leaving.

Bishop Colenso asks " What of the sick and infirm,

or the women in recent or imminent childbirth."

Answer

:

—They Avere all cared for, and earned out

either in litters, or carriages, or by camels. "We are"
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not " required to believe that, in one single day, the

order to start ^vas communicated suddenly, at mid-

night."

The fourth of our divisions considers the wanderings
in the wilderness. This is comprised in Chapters viii.

"The Israelites dwelling in tents
;

" ix. "The Israelites

armed ;
" xii. " The sheep and cattle of the Israelites

in the desert ; " v. " Moses and Joshua addressing all

Israel ;
" vi. The extent of the camp, compared with

the Priest's duties, and necessities of the people ; xx.

The number of the Priests, their duties, and " the

provision made for them ; " and xxi. " The Priest's

and their duties at the celebration of the Passover."

Chapter viii.
—" The Israelites dwelling in tents."

The Bishop quotes Exodus xvi. 16, " Take ye {manna)
every man for them which are in his tents ;

" and he

says "This statement conflicts strangely with that in

Lev. xxiii. 42, 43, where it is assigned as a reason for

their 'dwelling in booths for seven days at the Feast

of Tabernacles,' that your generations may know that

I made the children of Israel to dwell in booths, when
I brought them out of the land of Egypt." He then

proceeds to argue the "tents" in the first quotation

could not have been a mistake for " booths " because

the Hebrew Avords are quite different ; and upon this

apparent contradiction he would found one proof of the

unhistorical character of the Pentateuch !

Ansiver

:

—If Bishop Colenso would so strictly judge

the Bible, how should we judge him when we convict

him of important omissions in his printed quotations

from the P>ible ? We see no reason to disbelieve first

of all the use of "booths," and afterwards "tents ;"

because we know that the Israelites were not idle while

in the Avilderness. The " women that were wise-hearted

did spin with their hands," and Bczaliel was divinely
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taught "knowledge," "in all manner of workmanship,"
"to make any manner of cimning' work," We have
e^-idences on the carved rocks of the mlderness, ofthe

industry of the people from the very commencement
of their wanderings.

Chapter ix.
—" The Israelites armed." At the head

of the chapter is a quotation from Exodus xiii. 18.

" The children of Israel went up harnessed out of the

land of Egypt." The Bishop says that the word
" 'harnessed' appears to mean 'armed' or 'in battle

array,' " and argvies that " it is, however, mconceivable

that these down-trodden, oppressed people should have

been allowed by Pharoah to possess arms." He dis-

misses the idea that the arms were borrowed on the
" night of the Exodus," because, "nothing whatever

is said of this, and the idea itself is an extravagant one."

Answer :—It was both reasonable and possible that

the Israelites were armed, they had had a long mtima-
tion of the Exodus from Egypt, and had time to

fashion arms for themselves. Again, though we are

not told the Israelites borrowed arms from the

Egyptians, yet Exodus xii., 36 ver. allows of the idea

being entertamed. Because it is not directly told us

arms were borrowed, it is unjust to ask us to believe

that " the idea itself is an extravagant one."

Bishop Colenso cjuotes a passage from Josephus,

where it is stated, that after the destruction of the

Egyptions " Moses gathered together the weapons
of the Egyptians, which- were brought to the camp
of the Hebrews by the current of the sea, and the

force of the winds assisting it ;" but the Bishop would
remove the possibility of this by sa}dng that the

Bible says nothing about it, and asks ^vith astonish-

ment " would swords, and spears, and shields, in any

number, have been washed upon the shore by the
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waves, or have been retained, still grasped in the

hands of drowning men ?
"

Answer :—But the Bible does tell us Exodus xiv.,

25, "And (the Lord) took off their chariot wheels

that they drave them heavily ;" and that the

Egyptians said, " Let us flee from the face of Israel;

for the Lord fighteth for them against the Egy[)tians."

And in ver. 30 we are told, " And Israel saw the

Egyptians dead upon the sea shore." Again, Avould

men m danger of drowning retain in their hands their

" swords, and spears, and shields ?" Certainly not.

We believe that the Israelites went out from Egypt
in " battle array," with but few weapons, and that

the Lord intended by the destruction of the host in

the Red Sea, to give them a signal proof of his

Almighty power. They may afterwards have obtained

some " swords, and spears, and shields" from the sea

shore, and in the wilderness they fashioned more.

Chapter xii.—•" The sheep and cattle of the Israelites

in the desert." *The Bishop argues that because we
are not told how the cattle were supported in the

wilderness, we must disbelieve the facts that are stated

about the cattle remaining with the children of Israel

in the wilderness.

AnsiDer

:

—The record of the wanderings of the

Israelites in the desert, was intended to be the story

of God's dealing with men and women, not ^vitli oxen
lambs, and doves. We are expressly informed that

the people were supplied with manna, that they had
quails, were supplied with water, that neither their

clothes nor their shoes did wax old, and surely we may
take it for granted that the Lord provided for the

cattle. We object to the Bishop arguing because the

method is not stated, the cattle could not have had
food, and nmst have died ; and that therefore because
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the Bible asserts and reasserts that the cattle remained
with the Israelites throughout their wanderings, the
whole account is historically valueless. There were
caravans crossing those deserts hundreds of years
before the Israelites came out of Egypt, and what
proof can Bishop Colenso give us of their discontinu-

ance. Surety, on the very contrary, the increased
importance of the Egyptian nation would have multi-
plied the caravans, and these caravans may have—if

Bishop Colenso will have some natural means of
accounting for the supply of food—brought the
necessary supplies.

Bishop Colenso further says the Israehtes " must
have passed the whole of the winter months under
Sinai, and must have found it bitterly cold."

Answer:—There is no " must" about the bitter cold-

ness of the winter months the Israelites spent under
Sinai. In our own country we can scarcely be said

to have a winter at all now ; so far as snow and ice,

and frosts are concerned we have none compared to

what our forefathers had. Is it not possible then that

the severity of those winter months may have been
tempered by the power of the same Almighty leader

and preserver, who sent them manna day by day, with
unfailing exactness.

Bishop Colenso in sec. 86, clause x., says, in

speaking of the manna, " nor could the people

drink it."

Afiswer

:

—Manna is thus described in Exodus,
chap, xvi., ver. 31. " It was like coriander seed,

white ; and the taste of it was like wafers made -with

honey." We are also told in Numbers xi. 8. " and
the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil." So that

the manna not only supplied them with bread, but also

assuaged their thirst to some extent.



16

The Bishop makes a great point of the scarcity of

water ; but if the narrative is attentively read it will

be found that whenever the children of Israel suffered

from the want of water the fact is specially mentioned,

and the manner in which the want was supplied.

Thus in Exodus xv. 23, we are told the waters of

Marah were so bitter the people could not drink them,

and the Lord directed Moses (25 v.) in what manner
they could be sweetened, and after following the

directions given "the waters were made sweet." In

Exodus xvii. also we find that in Rephidim "there

was no water for the people to drink;" and Moses

was directed to go to the " rock in Horeb," and smite

it, and after he had done so, water flowed from the

rock in abundance. Are not these proofs sufficient

that the people never thirsted for water in vain?

Chap. V.
— " Moses and Joshua addressing all

Israel." In Dent. chap, i., ver. 1, it says, " These

be the words which Moses spake unto all Israel."

The Bishop calculates that there were altogether about

two minions of people. Then he quotes from Joshua,

chap, viii., ver. 35. "There was not a word of all

that Moses commanded, which Joshua read not before

all the congregation of Israel, with the women, and

the little ones, and the strangers that were conversant

among them." He concludes that if Joshua did read

"all that Moses commanded" it "was a mere dumb
show" " for, surely, no human voice, unless strengthened

by a miracle, of which the Scripture tells us nothing,

could have reached the ears of" all the people.

Answer :—Turn to Exodus, chap, xviii., ver. 13,

26. Here we are told that Jethro came to visit

Moses one day, and that the day following "Moses

sat to judge the people : and the people stood by

Moses from the morning mito the evening." Jethro

enquired from Moses why he sat thus all day long.
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Moses replied, verses 15, 16, "Because the people

come unto me to enquire of God : when they have a

matter, they come unto me; and I judge between one

and another, and I do make them know the statutes

of God, and his laws." The Bishop seems to have
lost sight of this beautiful narrative altogether. By
the advice of Jetliro, Moses chose "rulers of thousands,

rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens,"

and they afterwards, doubtless, made the people to
" know the statutes of God, and his laws," as Moses
had done, and we may be sure they would begin all

their speeches by saying, " The Lord said to Moses."

How easily then did Moses (and Joshua too), through

the rulers, speak and read the whole of the laws in

the hearing of the people. Yet Bishop Colenso is

sorely puzzled about the matter, and he constructs a

mathematical web that could only catch an arith-

matician who was not a theologian.

Chap. vi.
—" The extent of the camp, compared

with the priest's duties and the daily necessities of the

people." Here, again, the bishop tries to make an

arithmetical puzzle. He wonders how the priest could

carry the refuse of the sacrifices without the camp,

which he calculates must have covered 1,G52 acres

of ground. In the same way he wonders how the

people could gather sticks and fetch water into the

camp, and Avhere the supplies would come from, and
concludes by suggesting that the various necessities

of the people would render it impossible for them to

keep their camp holy.

Ansiver .-—How did the English and French armies

in the Crimea manage ? They were surrounded by
all the difficulties which the Bishop summons for the

Israelites. And is it not absurd to argue that because

we do not know all these particulars about the Israel-
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ites that this is "a very convincing- proof of the

unhistorical character of the whole narrative."

The Bishop may with equal force reason that because

we have no record of the burial of the Israelites who
fell in the wilderness, none ofthem could possibly have
died.

Chapter xx.—"The number of Priests at the Exodus
compared with their duties, and \vith the provisionmade
for them." The Bishop here again summons the most
extraordinary difficulties, and because he cannot solve

them tries to throw discredit upon the whole narrative

He calculates that " the double sacrifice for women
after childbirth, must have utterly over-powered three

Priests."

Answer :—We are not told that they had to offer an

enormous number of sacrifices, and adopting the

Bishop's own manner of arguing, we are not to suppose

that any such demand was made upon them. But we
are expressly told the Levites and Kohathites were
given to the Priests for the ser^dce and laboiu' of the

Tabernacle.

Chapter xxi,—" The Priests and their duties at the

celebration of the Passover," The Bishop calculates

tilat " each Priest must have had to sprinkle the blood

of 50,000 lambs in about two hours, that is, at the rate

of about four hundred Tambs every minute for two
hours together."

Ansiver :—We reply in the words the Bishop uses

to the arguments of other learned writers who differ

from him. " This is all pure conjecture, without a

shadow of ground for it." (Sec. 163.) We have seen

in our answers to Chapter x. what singular errors the
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Bishop makes in the consideration ofapUiin narrative,

and his "conjectures " are even more singular.

Under our fifth division we must include chapters

iv., vii., xiii., xviii., and xxii.

Chap. iv.
—

" The size of the court of the Tabernacle,

compared with the number of the congregation."

The Bishop argues that the whole body of the people

had, according to the Di\dne command, to be gathered

before the " door of the Tabernacle ;" and then he

proves that the people must have covered a space

of twenty miles, standing " side by side" "in front, not

merely of the door, but of the v^hole end of the

Tabernacle."

Aiiswer

:

—We have, in our answer to chap, v., seen

how ^^dsely the labour of teaching and judging the

people was divided amongst the elders ; and a similar

representative congregation may have been '-gathered

unto the door of the Tabernacle "

Chap. ^di.
—" The number of the people at the first

muster, compared with the poll-tax raised six months
previously." The Bishop says, "it is surprismg that

the number of adult males should have been identically

the same (603,550) on the first occasion as it was
half a year afterwards."

Answer:— In the reply of the Bishop to an argument
made use of by one from whom the Bishop differs, we
designate his surprise_ as " fonciful." We agree with
Kurtz that "the names had been given in before,

though the actual counting only took place now."
i\nd we also agree with Baumgarten "who regards

the fact that, in the case of every tribe, the result

yielded such round numbers as these, as a proof of the

special Providence o^ God."
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Cliap.xiii.— " The number ofthe Israelites compared
mth the extent of tlie Land of Canaan." The Bishop
says, "the whole land, which was divided among the

tribes in the time of Josliua, mcluding the countries

beyond the Jordan, was in extent about 11,000
square miles, or 7,000,000 acres. And according to

the story, this was occupied by more than two
millions of people.'' Then he says that Norfolk,

Suffolk, and Essex contain 3,362,531 acres, and are

peopled ^vith 1,149,247. He proceeds to marvel at

God's promise " to drive out " the enemies of the

Israelites from the Promised Land " by little and
little," "lest the land become desolate, and the beasts

of the field multiply against thee."

Ansiver

:

—In the area and the population of the

three counties given by the Bishop, when compared
with the area and population of the Promised Land,
there is exact accord ; the one is precisely in both

respects double that of the other. Where then is

aught showing unhistorical value in that particular.

Again he expresses his doubts about the land becoming
desolate in one year, even if the inhabitants were
driven out at once ; but we believe that no comparison

can be drawn between the effect of a sudden depopu-
lation of the three counties named, or the colony of

Natal, and the Promised Land ; and the Bishoj:) does

not show that all the Avild animals of the Promised
Land had been exterminated, as he does show con-

cerning Natal, and as is the fhct regarding the three

counties he has selected.

Chapter xviii.
—

" The Danites and Levites at the

time of the Exodus." The Bishop argues the

impossibility of the increase of these tribes, from the

numbers given in the first instance.
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Answer

:

—Just as our knowledge is uncertain about

the number that went down with Jacob to Egypt,

and our calculations about their increase mere con-

jectural; so also with "the Danitcs and Levites at

the time of the Exodus ;" and we dispute the Bisho})'s

authority, through the absence of certain knowledge,

to deduce the aljsolute incorrectness of the results

Chapter xxii.—" The war un Midian." Here
Bishop Colenso alludes to the extraordinary numbers
reported as being killed in various l)attles ; killed of

the chiklren of Israel ; or that died of plagues. He
says, " We cannot here have recourse to the ordmary
supposition, that there may be something wrong in the

Hebrew numerals.

Answer:—Why not? Are we to take Bishop

Colenso's opinion as deciding this matter? Wlien we
iind too, that where this " ordinary supposition" may
be made available the Bishop vdW not admit it.

Bishop Colenso alludes in his preface to the miracle

said to have been wi'ought by Joshua in commanding
the sun and moon to stand still ; and as we believe

the sacred narrative bears the strongest e\ndence in

itself of that account ha\dng been introduced at a sub-

sequent date to the general history ; and, also, as we
were of opinion, that this was generally held among
men of ordinary intelligence ; we have little to thanlv

Bishop Colenso for introducing it in his book. But
if Bishop Colenso adduces that as a proof of the unhis-

torical value oi the whole book, we think his deduction

is most unwarrantable.

In conclusion, let us consider wliat authority we have

for believing in the " genuineness, authenticity, and
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inspiration," (Professor Eadie.) of the Pentateuch.

We take Professor Eadie's account of the books of

Moses in preference to any arguments of our own
;

and what does he say "The inspiration ot the author

of the Pentateuch is one of 'the things most surely

heheved among us.' " "All the subsequent books of

revelation are full of allusions to these early docu-

ments." "Their style and composition show thciu to

have been written ' at sundry time '

; narrative and

legislation are naturally interpersed. Laws are given

in various forms ; for according to the growing exigen-

cies of the time, did earlier statutes require modifica-

tion." " Had these books been a modern compilation,

the laws would have been classified and arranged

under separate heads." Throughout Joshua, the two

books of Kings, and the second book of Chronicles,
" references are made to the very same books ofMoses

which we now possess." " The prophets who laboured

among these ten tribes often allude to the

Pentateuch." " The prophets also who flourished in

Judah are full of varied references to the law and early

literature of their people." " The prophecies contained

in the Pentateuch have also been strikingly and

minutely fulfilled, and Jews in their present condition,

dispersion, and degradation, are living v\^itnesses of

theii' truth." " No ancient book is surrounded with

such evidence of its genuineness, authenticity, mid

inspiration, as the Pentateuch. Venerable in their

age, sublime in their natural simplicity, overpowering

in their evidence, and mighty in their results, are the

five books of Moses." Let us ask are the prophets

all of them lying prophets, and is Bishop Colenso the

only true one ?

But Bishop Colenso does acknowledge that there

are portions of "the third and sixth chapters of

Exodus, which declare to us the Name of God— ' I
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am,' Jehovah, the Living God,—the Name of Him ' in

whom we live, and move, and have our being,' upon
whom the whole universe depends,—whether written

by Moses or by some other fellowman, were yet writ-

ten by one, who was specially inspired, hrst to conceive

himself this transcendent, divine thought, and then
to express and tell it forth to others." We entirely

agree with the Bishop here, but we totally dispute

that he has made it " plain that, in its own essential

statements of matters of fact, the narrative of the

Exodus is full of contradictions." "We sat down, to

read Bishop Colenso's work, believing that he had
found something new concerning the five Books of

Moses, which would add to the ever-increasing light

that proceeds from every true discovery, from every

true science, and sheds fresh glory upon that wondrous
Book of ours ; but we rose from the reading of liis

]30ok more iirmly convinced than ever of the truth of

every portion of the wondrous story of God's dealings

with the Children of Israel. We turned from the

Bishop's book to the Book itself. We read its nar-

rative over,—that wondrous story of love, and power,

and mercy ; and as we read all the incidents in the

fulfilment of God's j^urpose, we seemed to stand in

spirit with the great leader of the people on the

mountain side before the Burning Bush, and as the

fire burned, and God's Avill was revealed, we felt He
was not yet left mthout a ^vitness in the world, but

that His Book—our Bible is Holy and True.

iMANCUESTKR: JOHN >'ETWOUl)!, PRINTER, 143. UEANSGATE.
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